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ABSTRACT

The US and Afghanistan Relations after 9/11 Event

Mohammad Feroz YAQOOBI

The history of the Afghanistan could be described as the history of invasions. Due to its
geographical location, Afghanistan, which is considered as the heart of Asia, has been
the scene of attempts of invasions from all over the world not just today but throughout
the history.

Afghanistan is a country located at the crossroads between central and south Asia, the
Middle East and the Caucasus. It has borders with strategically important countries
such as Iran, Pakistan, China, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, which have
rich energy resources. Due to this important geographical location, Afghanistan is
geographically, historically, culturally and strategically a key country in Central Asia.

Terrorism is the main problem of all the countries in the world. Today in many part of
the world terrorist attacks are causing great sorrow not only in the target country but
also in other countries. Because terrorist attacks result in many innocent people death.
It also causes countries to suffer great economic, social and cultural destructions.
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Afghanistan is a country, which is affected adversely from Terrorism. The most
significant terrorist group occurred in the Middle East is Al-Qaeda, which is established
in Pakistan in 11 August 1988. Al-Qaeda terrorist organization carried out many
terrorist attacks throughout the world. The most important of these attacks is 9/11/2001
attacks, which killed many innocent people.

The terrorist attack of 9/11 was the main cause of the US intervention in Afghanistan.
US has been as the superpower of the world, changed its whole polices which effected
and still affects the whole world politics, especially Middle East. The 9/11 attacks
resulted in the United States to do military operations in different parts of the world
under the name of fighting with terrorism. As a result this settlement of US in
Afghanistan in the framework of the war against terrorism took place in 2001, deeply
affected the geopolitics of Central Asia.

The US set two main strategic goals for Afghanistan when it started its operation and
tried to act on the axis of these strategic goals during the George W. George W. Bush
administration. These were the elimination of the Taliban administration in
Afghanistan, which provided a safe zone for Al-Qaeda, and the stabilization of the
region until the establishment of a legitimate Afghan government. The US and NATO
implemented a strategy related to Afghanistan. They have provided economic aid, dealt
with security, trained Afghanistan army and rehabilitated military. In addition, they
carried out anti-smuggling activities and anti-terrorism operations against Taliban and
Al Qaeda.

President Barack Obama administration revised the US Afghanistan policy in terms of
America’s interests. However, the Obama’s Afghanistan Policy is not only a policy that
is just for Afghanistan but also it deals with Pakistan. The reason for this was that the
administration realized that the stability in Afghanistan was inseparably connected to
the developments in Pakistan. Therefore, Obama’s Afghanistan Policy was named as
Obama’s AfPak Policy, which was a new term used in Obama’s period for US foreign
policy in order to describe Afghanistan and Pakistan as a single threat of operations.

Donald Trump rejected approaches such as the complete withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan or the transfer of Afghanistan's mission to fully private war companies,
Donald Trump thus virtually embraced America's longest-running war in Afghanistan.
When Donald Trump assessed the problems that President Barack Obama had before
him, he had a similar result: more training and support had to be given to Afghan forces
to eliminate Taliban.

The purpose of this study is to make a comparative analysis of the George W. Bush,
Barak Obama and Donald Trump administration’s foreign policy of Afghanistan.

Keywords: Afghanistan, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, Donald Trump.
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KISA OZET

9/11 Olay1 sonrasi Amerika-Afganistan Iliskileri

Mohammad Feroz YAQOOBI

Afganistan tarihi istilalar tarihi olarak tanimlanabilir. Asya’nin kalbi olarak da goriilen
edilen Afganistan, sahip oldugu cografi konumu sebebiyle tarihte bircok kez istilalara

ugramistir.

Afganistan, Orta ve Giiney Asya, Orta Dogu ve Kafkaslar arasindaki kavsakta yer alan
bir iilkedir. Zengin enerji kaynaklarma sahip olan Iran, Pakistan, Cin, Tiirkmenistan,
Ozbekistan ve Tacikistan gibi stratejik 6neme sahip iilkeler ile siirlari vardir. Bu 6nemli
cografi konumu nedeniyle, Afganistan cografi, tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve stratejik olarak Orta

Asya'da Kkilit bir iilkedir.

Terorizm, diinyadaki biitiin iilkelerin ana sorunudur. Bugiin diinyadaki bircok terorist
saldirilar1 sadece hedef iilkede degil, baska iilkelerde de biiyiik iiziintiilere neden

olmaktadir. Ciinkii terorist saldirilar bircok masum insanin 6liimiine sebep olmakta ve
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ayrica iilkelerin biiyiik ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel yitkimlara maruz kalmasina neden

olmaktadir.

Afganistan, Terorizm ‘den olumsuz etkilenen bir iilkedir. Orta Dogu'da meydana gelen
en 6nemli terorist grup, 11 Agustos 1988'de pakistan'da kurulan El Kaide'dir. El Kaide
terdr orgiitii, diinya ¢capinda bircok terorist saldir1 gerceklestirmistir. Bu saldirilarin en

onemlisi, bircok masum insani 6ldiiren 9.11.2001 saldirilaridir.

11 Eyliil terorist saldirisi, Afganistan'daki ABD miidahalesinin temel sebebidir. Ciinkii
1812 savasindan beri, ABD kendi topraklarinda ilk defa saldiriya ugramistir. Boylece,
diinyanin siiper giicii olarak kabul edilen ABD, tiim diinya politikasini, o6zellikle
Ortadogu'yu etkileyen ve hala etkilemeye devam eden tiim politikasmi degistirmistir. 11
Eyliil saldirilari, ABD'nin terérle miicadele ad1 altinda diinyanin farkl yerlerinde askeri
operasyon yapmasl ile sonug¢landi. ABD 2001 yilinda gercgeklesen teror olayindan sonra
baslattif1 terdrizmle miicadele cercevesinde Afganistan'daki ABD yerlesimi Orta

Asya'nin jeopolitigini derinden etkilemistir.

ABD, faaliyete basladiginda Afganistan icin iki ana stratejik hedef belirlemistir ve George
W. Bush y6netimi boyunca bu stratejik hedeflerin ekseninde hareket etmeye ¢calismistir.
Bu stratejilerin amaci Afganistan’daki El Kaide terdr 6rgiitiine giivenli bir bélge saglayan
Taliban yonetiminin yok edilmesi ve mesru bir Afgan hiikiimetinin kurulmasina kadar
bélgenin istikrarmin saglanmasiydi. Zamanla ABD bu stratejik hedefleri genisletmistir.
Bu baglamda, 2002 ve 2009 yillar1 arasinda ABD ve NATO tarafindan uygulanan strateji
ile Afganistan’a ekonomik yardim, iilkenin giivenligi, Afganistan ordusunun egitimini,
askeri iyilestirme ve iilkede istikrari saglamak, kacak¢ilik karsit1 faaliyetlerini yiiriitmek
ve Taliban unsurlarina ve El Kaide teréristlerine karsi terorle miicadele operasyonlarini

devam ettirmekti.

Baskan Barack Obama yo6netimi Amerika'nin Afganistan politikasimm Amerika'nin
cikarlar1 acisindan tekrar gozden gegirmistir. Ancak Obama'nin Afganistan Politikasi
sadece Afganistan icin degil, ayn1 zamanda Pakistan'i da ilgilendiren bir politikadir.
Bunun nedeni, yénetimin Afganistan'daki istikrarin Pakistan'daki gelismelere ayrilmaz
bir sekilde bagh olmasiydi. Bu nedenle Obama'nin Afganistan Politikasi, Obama'nin ABD
dis politikasi icin Afganistan ve Pakistan'i tek bir operasyon tehdidi olarak tanimlamak

icin kullandig1 yeni bir terim olan Obama'nin " AfPak Politikasi" olarak adlandirilmistir.



Donald Trump, ABD kuvvetlerinin Afganistan'dan tamamen c¢ekilmesi veya
Afganistan'in misyonunun tamamen Ozel savas sirketlerine devri gibi yaklasimlar
reddetmistir, Donald Trump bdylece Amerika'nin Afganistan'daki en uzun soluklu
savasina sahip ¢ikmistir. Donald Trump Baskan Barack Obama'nin kendisinden dnce
gordiigii sorunlar1 degerlendirdiginde, benzer bir sonuca ulasmistir. Taliban'1 ortadan

kaldirmak i¢in Afgan giiclerine daha fazla egitim ve destek verilmesi gerekmektedir.

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, 9/11 olayindan sonra Amerika — Afganistan iliskilerinin incelenmesi
ve George W. Bush, Barack Obama ve Donald Trump yonetimlerinin Afganistan’m dis

politikalarmin karsilastirilmali bir analizini yapmaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afganistan, Terorle Savas, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, Donald
Trump.



