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PRESS FREEDOM WI IONAL AND 

NATIONAL REGULATIONS

The press is a fourth force responsible for informing the public. The core element of 

the press is the journalist. Journalists collect, analyze, evaluate, interpret, and present 

the news to the public. Presenting the news to the public is achieved through the act of 

printing and distribution. Protecting this activity ensures the continuity of the right to 

receive news and the right to impart information. In this context, freedom of the press 

protects the journalist's news gathering process, as well as the dissemination of news. 

However, journalists may face numerous threats, such as censorship, during the news 

gathering and reporting phase. Thus, international and national texts contain 

provisions regarding freedom of expression and/or freedom of the press. However, 

freedom of the press is not an absolute right, and the reasons for its limitations are 

inherently open to interpretation and ambiguous. Therefore, journalists may face 

physical, psychological and economic threats as well as legal threats. It is essential to 

provide special protection for the protection of the journalist. Freedom of the press is 

regulated as a right compatible with freedom of expression in many other legal texts 

except the Constitution. It has a narrowing effect on the scope of press freedom. But it 

includes many rights and freedoms. In this study, first, the concept of the press and the 

meaning of freedom of the press will be emphasized; the legal foundations of this 

freedom will be examined within the framework of international and national 

normative regulations. Then, current problems regarding freedom of the press will be 

determined and the attitudes and evaluations of the judicial authorities regarding these 

problems will be explained.
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