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This thesis aims to examine the historical background, institutional structure, and legal foundations of the 
Organization of Turkic States (OTS) from the perspective of public law and international law. The OTS, 
whose roots date back to the Summits of Turkic-Speaking Countries held since 1992, was institutionalized 

comprehensive organization in 2021 with the adoption of its current name. This transformation not only 
involved a change in name but also redefined its decision-making processes, institutional functions, and 
international legal status.

The study analyzes the legal character of the OTS within the framework of public law, examining its 
functional similarities with public institutions, its legal interactions with sovereign member states, and the 
legal nature and authority of its institutional decisions. The principle of sovereign equality among member 
states and the consensual structure of legal cooperation mechanisms are central to this analysis.

In terms of international law, the thesis evaluates the legal personality, recognition, foundational 
documents, and classifications of the OTS as an intergovernmental organization. Special emphasis is given 
to the 2022 accession of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) as an observer member, 
assessing the legal and political implications of this development within international law.

Furthermore, the study investigates the OTS's capacity to generate public policies, create legal norms, and 
act as a provider of public-like services in areas such as culture, education, investment, and transportation. 
The activities of affiliated bodies such as TURKSOY, TURKPA, and the Turkic Investment Fund are also 

al to function as a subject of public law.

The thesis concludes that the OTS represents not merely a cultural or political alliance, but a multi-layered, 
institutionalized, and legally grounded regional organization aligned with the principles of public law. It 
further evaluates the legal and institutional potential of the OTS to evolve into a more integrated and 
functional union of Turkic states in the future, in line with the vision of Turan.
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