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OZET

CAGDAS GOTIKTE UCUBE OTEKI: DORIS LESSING'IN KURGU
ESERLERINDE BiR ASAGILANMA FiGURU OLARAK BEN

Hassan Hadaoui

Bu tez, Doris Lessing'in The Fifth Child ve Ben, in the World adh eserlerinde Otekilik
tasvirini inceler; Gotik’in birincil kaygisinin artik ucube Oteki korkusu olmadigini, bunun
yerine toplumun farkliliklart 6ztimseyip kabul etme konusundaki etik basarisizliginin
derin tehlikesi oldugunu savunur. Julia Kristeva’nin asagilanma kavraminin teorik
cergevelerini, Bracha Ettinger’in Matrissel Sinir Uzayin1 ve John Bowlby’nin baglanma
teorisini kullanarak Lessing’in anlatilarinin ucubeligi ev i¢i alana yerlestirerek ve oteki
figtiri bir tehdit olarak degil, taninma, ilgi ve duygusal baglar arayan bir 6zne olarak
cer¢eveleyerek Gotik kurguya nasil yeni bir bakis agisi getirdigini arastirir. Ben’in iki
romandaki karakterleri, normallik ve insanlik hakkindaki geleneksel goriislere ve ayrica
otekiligi insa eden ailelere ve toplumsal rollere meydan okur. Bu c¢alisma romanlari
gelismekte olan bir Gotik tiire yerlestiriyor. Lessing’in eserleri, ¢cagdas Gotik kurguda
Otekiligi sosyal ve psikolojik bir cerceve araciligiyla daha da kanmitliyor ve canavarin
yalnizca digsal bir figiir degil, aynm1 zamanda toplumsal yapilardan kaynaklanan
pargalanmus bir i¢sel durum oldugunu ortaya koyuyor. Korku, Oteki'nin varligindan degil,
diinyanin kendisinden, kiiltiirel normlarindan ve farkliliklar1 damgalayan ve kabul etmeyi
ve onaylamay1 reddeden toplumsal yapilarindan kaynaklaniyor.
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ABSTRACT

THE MONSTROUS OTHER IN CONTEMPORARY GOTHIC: BEN AS A
FIGURE OF ABJECTION IN DORIS LESSING’S FICTION

Hassan Hadaoui

This thesis examines the portrayal of Otherness in Doris Lessing’s The Fifth Child and
Ben, in the World, it argues that the Gothic’s primary concern is no longer the fear of the
monstrous Other, but instead a profound danger of society’s failure to absorb and accept
differences. Using the theoretical frameworks of Julia Kristeva’s concept of abjection,
Bracha L. Ettinger’s matrixial Borderspace, and John Bowlby’s attachment theory to
explore how Lessing’s narratives introduce a new perspective of the Gothic fiction by
locating monstrosity within the domestic sphere and framing the othered figure not as a
threat but as a subject who seeks recognition, care and emotional connections. Ben’s
characters in the two novels challenge traditional views of normalcy and humanity, as well
as the families and social roles that construct otherness. This study places the novels in an
evolving Gothic genre. Lessing’s works further demonstrate Otherness in contemporary
Gothic fiction through a social and psychological framework, establishing that the monster
is not only an external figure but also a fragmented internal condition resulting from social
constructions. The horror is not arising from the presence of the Other, but of the society
itself, its cultural norms and social structures that stigmatise and refuse to accept and

acknowledge differences.
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