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Okul K

pedagojik bir gerekliliktir. karar alma aktif roller 

sadece fikir beyan zamanda bu fikirlerin almak 

rmada, okul 

grubu okul yapan 

kullan

ilkesine k mesleki deneyimleri 
2 ile 9 olup, 4 ve grubu

formu ile bireysel ve her ses 

Bu elde edilen nitel verilerin sistematik 

Veri analizleri iki ana tema ve yedi alt 

Bilgilendirilerek ve Bilgilendirme. Bu kategoriler, okul
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ve dekoratif

etmenlerin 

ve tutum ortaya

Anahtar Kelimeler: im, 
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ABSTRACT

Evaluation of Children's Participation Rights in Early Childhood Education 

Settings

pedagogical necessity. Research has shown that giving children active roles in 
decision-making processes contributes to the development of their democratic 
consciousness. Child participation encompasses involvement in the learning process, 
having ideas taken into consideration, and an understanding of active citizenship. 
Participation means not only expressing opinions but also playing a role in the 
implementation of these ideas, and it holds critical importance in the child's process of 
active citizenship. In this context, this study aims to evaluate the child's right to 
participation in preschool education settings. This research adopted a qualitative 
research approach to gain an in-depth understanding of the child's right to participation 
in preschool settings, and within this scope, a phenomenological design was used. The 
primary focus of the study was to reach the participants' lived experiences regarding 
the phenomenon of the "child's right to participation" and the meanings they attributed 
to these experiences. The study group consisted of 16 teachers working in preschool 
education institutions. Criterion sampling was used to determine the study group. The 
criterion for the study group was having graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
preschool education or child development. The study was conducted based entirely on 
the principle of voluntary participation from the teachers identified as the study group, 
with the necessary permissions obtained. The teachers' professional experience ranged 
from 2 to 9 years, and the majority worked with children in the 4 and 5-year-old age 
groups. The research data were collected through individual interviews using a semi-
structured interview form prepared by the researchers, and each interview was audio-
recorded. The recordings were transcribed verbatim by the researcher and included in 
the analysis process. Throughout the analysis process, the researcher adhered to 
qualitative research principles, and the data were evaluated from an interpretive 
perspective. The MAXQDA qualitative data analysis program was used to 
systematically analyze the qualitative data obtained in this study. Data analyses 
revealed two main themes and seven sub-categories. The first theme is "Revealed 
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Levels of Child Participation" and consisted of five categories based on Hart's ladder: 
Manipulative Practices, Decorative Participation, Tokenistic Participation, Assigned 
but Informed, and Consulted and Informed. These categories reflect the actual level of 
child participation in preschool environments, with the particularly high frequency of
manipulative and decorative practices indicating that participation mostly remains 
superficial. Under the second theme, "The Teacher in Supporting Participation," how 
teachers support participation and their perceptions regarding child subjectivity were 
examined. Two categories were defined under this theme: "The Teacher's Role in 
Participation" and "Attitude Towards Child Subjectivity." The analyses clearly 
revealed that teachers assumed the roles of guide, observer, and equal participant, and 
that they developed attitudes of viewing children as individuals and safeguarding their 
rights.
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