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KISA OZET

TURKIYE’DE SOSYOEKONOMIK GELIiSMISLIK DUZEYLERININ
OGRENCILERIN UNIVERSITE VE BOLUM TERCIiHLERINE ETKIiSi

Serkan Yildirim

Bu tez ¢alismasi, Tiirkiye'deki ilgelerin sosyoekonomik gelismislik diizeylerinin,
bu ilgelerdeki ortadgretim kurumlarindan yeni mezun olan 6grencilerin yiiksekogretime
gecis slirecindeki tiniversite ve boliim tercih oriintiileri tizerindeki etkisini kapsamli bir
sekilde incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Tiirkiye'de bolgeler, iller ve ilgeler arasinda varligi
bilinen ve devam eden belirgin sosyoekonomik farkliliklarin, egitimde firsat esitligi
ilkesini ne Olgiide etkiledigi ve genglerin akademik/mesleki geleceklerini nasil

sekillendirdigi sorunsali, arastirmanin temel ¢ikis noktasini olusturmaktadir.

Arastirmada, T.C. Sanayi ve Teknoloji Bakanligi tarafindan yayinlanan ve
Tiirkiye'deki 973 ilgeyi 8 ana boyut ve 56 degisken kullanarak siralayan ve 6 gelismislik
kademesine ayiran Sosyo-Ekonomik Gelismiglik Siralamasi Arastirmast (SEGE-2022
Iice) temel almmustir. Ilcelerin bu SEGE kademeleri, arastrmanmn ana bagimsiz
degiskenini olusturmaktadir. Yiiksekogretim tercih Oriintiilerini analiz etmek i¢in ise

Yiiksekogretim Kurulu (YOK) tarafindan sunulan YOK Atlas ilgili yerlestirme yilina ait
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verileri kullanilmistir. Bu veriler; {niversite programlarina yerlesen 6grencilerin
sayilarini, 6grenim durumlarini (Yeni Mezun, Eski Mezun), mezun olduklari liseyi, mezun
olduklar1 lisenin tiirtinii ve bulundugu ilgeyi, yerlestikleri tniversitenin tiirtini,
yerlestikleri b&liimiin tiiriinii (Lisans, On Lisans), yerlestikleri boliimiin puan tiiriini (DIL
. EA, SAY, SOZ, TYT), yerlestikleri boliimiin burs tiiriinii ve programin adi bilgilerini
icermektedir. Ayrica, lise bilgilerini dogrulamak ve eslestirmeyi saglamak i¢in MEB
verileri, oran hesaplamalarinda payda olarak kullanilmak iizere TUIK demografik verileri

de kullanilmistir.

Nicel, betimsel ve iligkisel bir arastirma modelinin benimsendigi ¢alismada, farkli
SEGE kademeleri arasinda; (1) genel tiniversiteye, lisans ve 6n lisans programlarina
yerlesme oranlari, (2) tercih edilen tiniversite tiirli (Devlet/Vakif), (3) tercih edilen boliim
alan1 (SAY, EA, SOZ, DIL, vb.) dagilimlar1 ve (4) tercih edilen programlardan en diisiik
basari sirasi kriteri bulunanlara yerlesilmesi agisindan anlamli farkliliklar olup olmadigi
incelenmistir. Ayrica, okul tiiriiniin (Fen, Anadolu, Meslek, Imam Hatip, vb.) bu
iligkilerdeki rolii ve SEGE diizeyi ile etkilesimi de analiz edilmistir. Veri analizinde
betimsel istatistikler (frekans, ylizde, ortalama), karsilastirmali analizler (oran ve ortalama

karsilastirmalar1) ve egilim analizleri kullanilmistir.

Arastirmanin temel bulgulari, ilce sosyoekonomik gelismislik diizeyinin,
ogrencilerin yliksekogretim tercihleri lizerinde giiglii, sistematik ve katmanli bir etkiye
sahip oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Gelismislik diizeyi arttik¢a, genel {iniversiteye ve
ozellikle 4 yillik lisans programlarina yerlesme oranlari anlamli sekilde yiikselmektedir.
Vakif tiniversiteleri bliyiik olgtide en gelismis (1. ve 2. Kademe) ilgelerden gelen
ogrenciler tarafindan tercih edilirken, daha az gelismis (5. ve 6. Kademe) il¢elerden gelen
Ogrenciler neredeyse tamamen devlet Universitelerine ve oransal olarak daha fazla
yonelmektedir. Benzer sekilde, bolim alani tercihlerinde de belirgin bir farklilasma
gozlenmistir; iist kademelerden gelenler daha ¢ok SAY (Tip, Mithendislik) ve rekabetci
EA (Hukuk) alanlarina yénelirken, alt kademelerden gelenler lisans egitimi iginde SOZ

alanlarina, diger Saglik Bilimleri (Hemsirelik vb.) ve Egitim Fakiiltelerine oransal olarak
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daha fazla yerlesmektedir. Lise tiirlinlin de tercihler iizerinde 6nemli bir etkisi olmakla
birlikte, bu etkinin lisenin bulundugu il¢cenin SEGE diizeyinden bagimsiz olmadigi, ayni
lise tiirintin farkli kademelerde farkli basar1 profilleri sergiledigi ve "kiimiilatif

avantaj/dezavantaj" mekanizmalarinin isledigi tespit edilmistir.

Sonug olarak, arastirma, Tirkiye'deki bolgesel sosyoekonomik esitsizliklerin
egitimde firsat esitligini engelledigini, cografi konumun genglerin yiiksekogretimdeki
yollarin1 ve kariyer olanaklarini belirlemede kritik bir faktér oldugunu ve egitim
sisteminin bu yapisal dezavantajlar1 telafi etmede yetersiz kaldigini gostermektedir.
Bulgular, egitim politikalari ile bolgesel kalkinma politikalarinin entegre bir sekilde ele
alinmasi, ozellikle dezavantajli bolgelerdeki okullara ve 6grencilere yonelik pozitif
ayrimcilik igeren destek mekanizmalarimin giiglendirilmesi ve yiiksekdgretime gegiste

adaleti artiric1 6nlemlerin alinmasi gerekliligini vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Sosyoekonomik Gelismislik, SEGE, Universite Tercihleri, B6liim
Tercihleri, Yiiksekogretime Gegis, Bolgesel Esitsizlik, ilge Diizeyi Analiz, Lise Tiirleri,
Egitimde Firsat Esitligi, YOK Atlas, Tiirkiye.
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ABSTRACT

THE EFFECT OF SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LEVELS ON
STUDENTS’ UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT PREFERENCES IN TURKIYE

Serkan Yildirim

This thesis aims to comprehensively examine the effect of the socioeconomic
development levels of districts in Turkiye on the university and department choice patterns
of recent high school graduates during their transition to higher education. The central
problematic of the research stems from the question of how the well-known and persistent
socioeconomic disparities among regions, provinces, and districts in Turkiye affect the
principle of equal opportunity in education and shape the academic and professional

futures of young people.

The study is based on the Socio-Economic Development Index Survey (SEGE-
2022 District), published by the Republic of Turkiye Ministry of Industry and Technology.
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This survey ranks 973 districts in Turkiye into 6 development tiers using 8 main
dimensions and 56 variables. These SEGE tiers of the districts constitute the main
independent variable of the research. To analyze higher education choice patterns, data
from the relevant placement year provided by the Council of Higher Education's (YOK)
"YOK Atlas" portal were utilized. These data include the number of students placed in
university programs, their enrollment status (Recent Graduate, Previous Graduate), their
graduating high school, the type and district of their high school, the type of university
they were placed in (State/Foundation), the type of program (Undergraduate, Associate
Degree), the score type of the program (LANG, EW, QNT, VBL, BQT), the scholarship
status, and the name of the program. Additionally, data from the Ministry of National
Education (MEB) were used to verify and match high school information, and
demographic data from the Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK) were used as the

denominator in calculating rates.

Adopting a quantitative, descriptive, and correlational research design, the study
examined whether there are significant differences among the various SEGE tiers in terms
of: (1) placement rates into higher education in general, and into undergraduate and
associate degree programs specifically; (2) the type of university chosen
(State/Foundation); (3) the distribution of chosen fields of study (e.g., QNT, EW, VBL,
LANG); and (4) placement into programs with minimum success ranking criteria.
Furthermore, the role of high school type (e.g., Science, Anatolian, Vocational, Imam
Hatip) in these relationships and its interaction with the SEGE level were also analyzed.
Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, mean), comparative analyses (comparison

of rates and means), and trend analyses were employed for data analysis.

The primary findings of the research reveal that the socioeconomic development
level of a district has a strong, systematic, and stratified effect on students' higher
education choices. As the development level increases, placement rates into higher
education in general, and particularly into 4-year undergraduate programs, rise

significantly. While foundation universities are predominantly chosen by students from
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the most developed districts (Tiers 1 and 2), students from less developed districts (Tiers
5 and 6) almost exclusively enroll in state universities. Similarly, a distinct differentiation
was observed in the choice of academic fields; students from upper-tier districts tend to
pursue STEM (Medicine, Engineering) and competitive Equal-Weight fields (Law),
whereas those from lower-tier districts are proportionally more likely to be placed in
Verbal fields within undergraduate education, as well as in other Health Sciences
(Nursing, etc.) and Education faculties. Although high school type also has a significant
impact on choices, this effect was found not to be independent of the SEGE level of the
district where the school is located. It was determined that the same type of high school
exhibits different success profiles in different tiers, and that mechanisms of "cumulative

advantage/disadvantage" are at play.

In conclusion, the research demonstrates that regional socioeconomic inequalities
in Turkiye impede equal opportunity in education, that geographical location is a critical
factor in determining the higher education pathways and career prospects of young people,
and that the education system is insufficient in compensating for these structural
disadvantages. The findings underscore the necessity of addressing education and regional
development policies in an integrated manner, strengthening support mechanisms
involving positive discrimination for schools and students in disadvantaged regions, and

taking measures to enhance equity in the transition to higher education.

Keywords: Socioeconomic Development, SEGE, University Choices, Department
Choices, Transition to Higher Education, Regional Inequality, District-Level Analysis,

High School Types, Equal Opportunity in Education, YOK Atlas, Turkiye.

XXiv



