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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the representation of gender roles in Azerbaijani cinema 

within a historical and theoretical framework, providing a detailed analysis based on 

If Not This One, Then That One. The main objective of 

the study is to analyze and evaluate how gender roles are represented in Azerbaijani 

cinema through the example of If Not This One, Then That One. The study aims to 

reveal how the gender roles of the characters, societal expectations, and stereotypes 

are reflected through cinema in this film.

Initially, the study addresses the historical development of Azerbaijani cinema, 

starting from its inception through the Soviet era and into the post-independence 

period. Within this context, the historical background of Azerbaijani cinema is 

explored, focusing on the transformations in the cinematic field influenced by Soviet 

ideology, along with changes in the social status of Azerbaijani women.

In the theoretical framework of gender studies presented in the thesis, the 

concepts of sex, gender roles, and how these roles are conveyed through the art of 

cinema are examined. The position of women in Azerbaijani society, as well as the 

social, political, and cultural changes experienced during the Soviet and post-

independence periods, is analyzed to reveal the reflection of these factors in cinema.

The main focus of the research involves applying critical discourse and 

semiotic analysis methods to the film If Not This One, Then That One. The film's 

narrative, characters, and cinematic elements are evaluated within the framework of 

gender inequality, the challenges women face in social life, and criticisms of 

patriarchal values. The thesis emphasizes how Azerbaijani cinema portrays gender 

roles by examining the traditional societal norms confronting the female characters, 

family pressures they face, and their pursuit of free will.

Based on the analysis results, If Not This One, Then That One provides a critical 

perspective on the patriarchal social structure of its era while vividly depicting the 
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limitations and constraints women face within society and family. Focusing on the 

that challenge traditional gender roles and the patriarchal order.
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