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ABSTRACT

THE RISE OF THE FEMALE VOICE IN ROALD DAHL’S MATILDA AND
ESIO TROT

Ada BASARIIA

This thesis analyzes the rise of the female voice in children’s literature in relation to
the construction of femininity within the sociopolitical and sociocultural context of
1980s-1990s Britain — a period marked by economic instability, neoliberal policies,
and gender conservatism. Focusing on how patriarchal structures shape the
conceptions of femininity, motherhood, intellectual autonomy, and “natural
caregiving”, this thesis analyzes these constructs within a feminist theoretical
framework to demonstrate that female identity is not fixed but multiple, fluid, and
elusive in its resistance to the patriarchal structure. In this context, Roald Dahl’s
Matilda and Esio Trot embody these arguments in narrative forms that reflect
contrasting demonstrations of female agency. Viewed through a feminist lens, Dahl’s
Matilda presents a portrayal of female agency through the protagonist named Matilda
— a child in the pre-operational stage of cognitive development who acquires her
“telekinetic” powers as a consequence of her inner rage in response to patriarchal
oppression in both domestic and public spheres. Her “telekinetic” powers, creative and
analytical mind consequently become a weapon that helps Matilda resist the
oppression of patriarchal authority. Matilda gains agency through emotional resilience
and empathy that she acquires through autodidactic learning, which gradually shapes

her identity and compensates for the neglect of her parents, Harry and Zinnia



Wormwood. In addition to autodidacticism, the growing solidarity between Matilda
and her teacher, Miss Honey, functions as a tool of subversion of patriarchal norms
and gender expectations, such as passivity and conformity conveyed through her
parents and the headmistress of Crunchem Hall, Miss Trunchbull. Analyzed through a
feminist perspective, this novel highlights the vital importance of female solidarity and
the presence of female agency, which are fundamental for the empowerment of the
female voice across future generations. Dahl’s Esio Trot is the second key source for
this thesis, offering a different image of female agency through the character of Mrs
Silver, a middle-aged widow. Although the novella is written in the third-person
narrative, it mostly focuses on the thoughts and ambitions of Mr Hoppy, Mrs Silver’s
neighbor. Mr Hoppy is portrayed by Dahl as a shy retired man who longs for Mrs
Silver’s affection. However, from the feminist standpoint, Mr Hoppy is perceived as
the representative of the patriarchal structure who aspires to fit in the constructed
concept of masculinity, which is traditionally defined by physical power, dominance,
and control. Once he is asked for assistance, Mr Hoppy uses the alternative, symbolic
form of dominance characterized by strategic thinking and subtle manipulation. It is
this third-person narrative that makes it plausible to analyze Mrs Silver’s performance
of “natural caregiving” prescribed to females by the patriarchal system through a
feminist lens in relation to ethical vulnerability and the embodied language of care
which therefore gives the presence of agency to Mrs Silver and functions as a form of
subtle resistance to the patriarchal oppression. This thesis aims to analyze particular
ways in which the children’s literature fosters distinct types of female subjectivity,
tailored to the cultural setting of their time as well as to compare two different images
of female agency (open resistance to patriarchal structures in Matilda and strategic
forms of adaptation and resistance in Esio Trot) within the feminist theoretical

framework.
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OZET

ROALD DAHL’IN MATILDA VE ESIO TROT ESERLERINDE KADIN
SESININ YUKSELISI

Ada BASARITA

Bu tez, 1980-1990’lar Britanya’sinin sosyopolitik ve sosyokiiltiirel baglami iginde,
cocuk edebiyatinda kadin sesinin yiikselisini ve kadinlik kavraminin kiiltiirel insasini
analiz etmektedir. Bu donem, ekonomik istikrarsizlik, neoliberal politikalar ve cinsiyet
muhafazakarligiyla sekillenmistir. Tez, ataerkil yapilari kadinlik, annelik, entelektiiel
ozerklik ve “dogal bakim rolleri” kavramlarini nasil sekillendirdigine odaklanmakta
ve bu yapilar ikinci ve tli¢iincii dalga feminist kuramsal ¢ergeveyle inceleyerek kadin
kimliginin sabit degil; ¢oklu, akiskan ve ataerkil yapilara direnen bir yapida oldugunu
ortaya koymay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu baglamda Roald Dahl’in Matilda ve Esio Trot adl
eserleri, kadin 6zneselliginin farkli anlat1 bigimleriyle bu tartismalar1 yansitir. Feminist
bir bakis agisiyla incelendiginde, Matilda adli eser, ana karakteri Matilda araciligiyla
kadin 6zneselliginin gii¢lii bir temsilini sunar. Bilissel gelisimin erken evresinde olan
Matilda, ev i¢i ve kamusal alanlardaki ataerkil baskiya i¢sel 6fkesiyle tepki verir.
Telekinetik giicleri, yaratici zekés1 ve analitik diistinme becerileri, ataerkil otoriteye
kars1 direng gostermesini saglar. Matilda, 6z egitim, empati ve duygusal dayaniklilik
yoluyla gii¢ kazanir ve kimligini kademeli olarak insa eder. Ogretmeni Bayan Honey
ile kurdugu dayanigma, ataerkil normlara ve cinsiyet beklentilerine karsi bir direnis
arac1 haline gelir. Feminist bir perspektifle ele alinan Esio Trot ise, dul ve orta yash
Bayan Silver karakteri iizerinden kadin ajansinin daha dolayli bir bi¢imini sunar.

Romanin anlatis1 biiyiik 6l¢tide Bay Hoppy 'nin diisiince ve arzularma odaklanir. Bay
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Hoppy, Dahl taratindan utangag bir emekli adam olarak tasvir edilse de, feminist bakis
acisindan ataerkil diizenin temsili olarak okunur. Fiziksel gii¢ yerine stratejik sabir ve
ince manipiilasyonla “sembolik tahakkiim™ uygular. Bu cer¢evede Bayan Silver’in
ataerkil yapi tarafindan kadinlara atfedilen “dogal bakim” performansi, etik kirilganlik
ve bakim dili {izerinden incelemeye acilir. Bu temsil, ataerkil baskiya yonelik ince,
dolayli bir direnis bi¢imi olarak yorumlanir, Bu tez, ¢ocuk edebiyatinda dénemsel
kiiltiirel baglamlara gore sekillenen kadin 6zneselliginin farkli temsillerini analiz
etmeyi amaglamakta; Matilda’daki acgik direnis ile Esio Trot’taki uyum ve stratejik

direnis bi¢imlerini feminist kuramsal yaklagimlar dogrultusunda karsilastirmaktadir.
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