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ABSTRACT

Alternative Female Communities and The Politics of Separatism in Margaret Cavendish’s

The Female Academy, The Convent of Pleasure and Bell in Campo

Beyza Nur Krechati

This thesis aims to explore feasibility and sustainability of alternative female communities in
Margaret Cavendish’s The Female Academy (1662), Bell in Campo (1662), and The Convent of
Pleasure (1668) through the themes of retreat and separatism. To escape from the phallocentric
oppression, the female characters in the aforementioned plays build alternative women-only
communities within the space of academy, convent and army, where they explore unique female
experiences contrary to the patriarchal realities of the seventeenth century. As opposed to these
realities, the female characters in each play take refuge in women-only spaces to explore more
than what they are traditionally allowed to within the context of education, politics and marriage.
Although these communities seem to be autonomous and nurturing throughout the plays, they are
returned back to patriarchal order as a result of male intrusion in the end of the plays. This thesis
argues that Margaret Cavendish provides two alternative models regarding the feasibility and
sustainability of alternative women-only communities in The Female Academy, Bell in Campo and
The Convent of Pleasure by revealing that such communities cannot be sustained unless aligned
with certain patriarchal conditions. The Female Academy (1662), and The Convent of Pleasure
(1668), the first alternative model, portray the failed attempts of separatism and a return to the
patriarchal order by way of marriage. Bell in Campo (1662), the second alternative model, portrays

a conditional and temporary allowance to women’s separatism and a supportive attitude by men.
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The second alternative model of Bell in Campo reveals that women’s separatism can be
temporarily allowed and supported in times of war when aligned with the patriarchal needs.
However, when the threat of war disappears and pre-war patriarchal order returns, women are
expected to return to the patriarchal society and their subordinate positions to men. To this end, I
am going to employ both Historicist and Feminist approaches to the concept of alternative female
community and separatism. In this way, this study aims to fill a gap in the existing scholarship
with its focus on two alternative models of separatist female communities in seventeenth century

English drama.
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OZET

Margaret Cavendish’in The Female Academy, The Convent of Pleasure ve Bell in Campo
Adh Oyunlarinda Alternatif Kadin Topluluklar: ve Ayrilik¢ihik Politikalar:

Beyza Nur Krechati

Bu tez alternatif kadin topluluklarinin gergeklestirilebilirligini ve stirdiirebilirligini Margaret
Cavendish’in The Female Academy (1662), Bell in Campo (1662), and The Convent of Pleasure
(1668) adl1 eserlerinde geri ¢ekilme ve ayrilik¢ilik temalar izerinden incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.
Margaret Cavendish, s6zii edilen oyunlarda, alternatif kadin topluluklarinin egitim, siyaset ve
evlilik baglamlarinda kurmus olduklar1 ayrilik¢1 topluluklarda kendilerine 6zgiin 6zgiirliikgli
deneyimler ve alternatif kimlikler yaratma miicadelesini incelerken bu topluluklarinin ne 6lgiide
uygulanabilir ve siirdiiriilebilir oldugunu sorgular. Oyunlarda kadinlarin olusturdugu alternatif
topluluklar basarili ve destekleyici yapilar olarak sunulsa da, oyunlarin sonunda erkeklerin
patriyarkal miidahaleleri nedeniyle kadin karakterler ataerkil diizene ve topluma dénmek zorunda
kalirlar. Bu tez, Margaret Cavendish’in sozii edilen oyunlarda kadin ayrilik¢iligina iki alternatif
model sundugunu ileri siirer ve kadin ayrilik¢r topluluklarin ancak belirli fallosantrik kogsullar
altinda gegici olarak varlik gdsterebilecegini vurgular. Ilk alternatif model olan, The Female
Academy (1662) ve The Convent of Pleasure (1668) baslikli oyunlar alternatif kadin
topluluklarinin ayrilik¢r politikalarii erkek miidahalesi sonucunda stirdiirmekte basarisiz
olduklarini ve bu topluluklarin evlilik yoluyla yeniden fallosantrik diizene entegre edildigini gézler
oniine serer. Ikinci alternatif model, Bell in Campo (1662) adli oyunda kadin ayrilik¢r topluluga

erkek egemen sistem tarafindan yalnizca savas donemlerinde, ordunun desteklenmesi kosuluyla
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izin verilir, olaganiistii hal ortadan kalktiginda kadinlarin ayrilik¢1 topluluklarinin feshedilerek
ataerkil topluma geri doniisii saglanir. Bu dogrultuda calismada, alternatif kadin toplulugu ve
ayrilik¢iligr temalar1 hem tarihselei hem feminist kuramsal yaklagimlar 1s18inda incelenecektir.
Boylece, 17. yiizy1l tiyatrosundaki ayrilik¢r kadin topluluklari, iki alternatif model temsili
tizerinden incelenerek, mevcut akademik literatiirde bu alandaki sinirli ¢alismalara yeni bir

perspektif kazandirilmasi amaglanmaktadir.
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