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OZET

OKUL ONCESI DONEM COCUKLARININ ELESTIiREL DUSUNME
BECERILERININ SESSIiZ KIiTAP UYGULAMALARI ARACILIGIYLA
INCELENMESI

Begiim KIRKAN

Bu arastirmada, sessiz kitaplarla yiiriitiilen uygulamalar araciligiyla okul
Oncesi dénem ¢ocuklarinin elestirel diisiinme becerilerini ne sekilde kullandiklar1 ve
ortaya koyduklar1 incelenmistir. Arastirmada nitel bir desen olarak durum ¢aligsmasi
kullanilmig; Istanbul ilinin Bahgelievler ilgesinde, Milli Egitim Bakanligi’na bagli bir
ilkokulun anasinifinda 6grenim géren 60—72 ay araligindaki 18 ¢ocuk (10 erkek, 8 kiz)
calisma grubunu olusturmustur. Uygulamalar, 2024-2025 egitim-6gretim yili Mart
ayindan itibaren, haftada iki oturum olmak tizere yaklasik 11 hafta boyunca
gerceklestirilmistir. Her oturumda bir sessiz kitap kullanilmig; Thinky karakteri ve
parmak oyunu gibi destekleyici materyallerle etkilesimli bir 6grenme ortami
yapilandirilmistir. Veri toplama siirecinde uygulamalar video kaydiyla belgelenmis ve
elde edilen veriler, Elestirel Diisiinme Becerileri Analiz Formu dogrultusunda;
yorumlama, analiz, ¢ikarim yapma, degerlendirme, agiklama ve 6z diizenleme olmak
tizere alt1 temel kategori lizerinden analiz edilmistir.

Arastirmanin bulgular1, sessiz kitaplarin ¢ocuklarin elestirel diisiinme
becerilerini ¢ok boyutlu bi¢imlerde ortaya koymalarina olanak sagladigin
gostermektedir. Cocuklar, gorsel unsurlar1 yorumlama, karakterlerin duygularini ve
dustincelerini tahmin etme, olaylar arasinda baglanti kurma, alternatif ¢oziimler
tiretme ve kendi anlatilarini olusturma siireglerinde c¢esitli diizeylerde katilim
sergilemislerdir. Ozellikle yorumlama ve ¢ikarim yapma becerileri kapsaminda,
cocuklarin kisisel deneyimlerinden yola ¢ikarak 6zgiin ve yaratici yorumlar ifade
ettikleri; analiz ve degerlendirme siireglerinde ise olaylar1 detaylandirma ve elestirel
sorgulama yoneliminde bulunduklar1 gozlemlenmistir. Ayrica 06z diizenleme
becerisinin, cocuklar arasinda gergeklesen etkilesimler ve tartismalar araciligiyla farkli
bicimlerde ifade edildigi ve ¢ocuklarin kendi diisiincelerini gzden gecgirme ya da
yeniden yapilandirma egilimi gosterdikleri anlasilmistir.
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Bu bulgular dogrultusunda, sessiz kitaplarin okul 6ncesi donemde elestirel
dusiinme becerilerinin farkli boyutlarda ifade edilmesine ortam saglayan ve bu siireci
destekleyici nitelikte bir ara¢ olarak kullanilabilecegi sOylenebilir. Arastirma,
Ogretmenlerin sessiz kitaplarla etkilesimli okuma etkinlikleri planlamalar1 ve
cocuklarin diisiinme siireglerini tesvik edecek agik uclu sorular yoneltmeleri
gerektigine isaret etmektedir. Calismanin sonuclarina dayanarak, okul Oncesi
Ogretmenlerinin sessiz kitaplart daha islevsel bigimde kullanabilmelerine yonelik
egitimlerin diizenlenmesi, yaratici diistinmeyi destekleyen uygulamalara yer verilmesi
ve ailelerin bu siirece etkin bigimde katilmalarinin tegvik edilmesi onerilmektedir.
Ayrica, gelecekte farkli baglamlarda, uzun donemli ve ogretmen merkezli
arastirmalarla bu alandaki bulgularin derinlestirilmesi gerekmektedir.
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ABSTRACT

AN INVESTIGATION OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN'S CRITICAL
THINKING SKILLS THROUGH WORDLESS PICTURE BOOK
ACTIVITIES

Begiim KIRKAN

In this study, the aim was to examine how preschool children employed and
demonstrated critical thinking skills through activities involving wordless
picturebooks. A qualitative case study design was adopted. The study group consisted
of 18 children (10 boys, 8 girls) aged between 60 and 72 months, enrolled in the
kindergarten class of a public primary school affiliated with the Ministry of National
Education in the Bahgelievler district of Istanbul. The implementation took place over
approximately 11 weeks during the 2024-2025 academic year, with two sessions held
each week. In each session, a different wordless picturebook was used, accompanied
by interactive materials such as the Thinky character and fingerplay activities to create
a rich learning environment. The sessions were video-recorded, and the collected data
were analyzed using the Critical Thinking Skills Analysis Form across six main
categories: interpretation, analysis, inference, evaluation, explanation, and self-
regulation.

The findings indicate that wordless picturebooks provided opportunities for
children to demonstrate their critical thinking skills in various dimensions. The
children participated in processes such as interpreting visual elements, predicting
characters’ thoughts and emotions, establishing connections between events,
generating alternative solutions, and creating their own narratives. In particular, it was
observed that in the domains of interpretation and inference, children expressed
original and creative ideas based on their personal experiences; and in the domains of
analysis and evaluation, they engaged in elaboration and critical questioning of events.
Additionally, self-regulation was manifested through peer interactions and
discussions, during which children showed tendencies to revisit and reconstruct their
own ideas.



In light of these findings, it can be suggested that wordless picturebooks may
serve as supportive tools that provide space for the expression of critical thinking skills
in the preschool period. The study points to the importance of teachers planning
interactive reading sessions with wordless books and posing open-ended questions to
stimulate children's thinking processes. Based on the results, it is recommended that
training programs be organized to enhance teachers’ effective use of wordless books,
that creative thinking tools be integrated into practice, and that family involvement be
encouraged throughout this process. Future studies may focus on long-term, teacher-
oriented research in different contexts to deepen the understanding of this topic.
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