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ABSTRACT

AN INVESTIGATION OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN'S CRITICAL 
THINKING SKILLS THROUGH WORDLESS PICTURE BOOK 

ACTIVITIES

In this study, the aim was to examine how preschool children employed and 
demonstrated critical thinking skills through activities involving wordless 
picturebooks. A qualitative case study design was adopted. The study group consisted 
of 18 children (10 boys, 8 girls) aged between 60 and 72 months, enrolled in the 
kindergarten class of a public primary school affiliated with the Ministry of National 

approximately 11 weeks during the 2024 2025 academic year, with two sessions held 
each week. In each session, a different wordless picturebook was used, accompanied 
by interactive materials such as the Thinky character and fingerplay activities to create 
a rich learning environment. The sessions were video-recorded, and the collected data 
were analyzed using the Critical Thinking Skills Analysis Form across six main 
categories: interpretation, analysis, inference, evaluation, explanation, and self-
regulation.

The findings indicate that wordless picturebooks provided opportunities for 
children to demonstrate their critical thinking skills in various dimensions. The 
children participated in processes such as interpreting visual elements, predicting 

, establishing connections between events, 
generating alternative solutions, and creating their own narratives. In particular, it was 
observed that in the domains of interpretation and inference, children expressed 
original and creative ideas based on their personal experiences; and in the domains of 
analysis and evaluation, they engaged in elaboration and critical questioning of events. 
Additionally, self-regulation was manifested through peer interactions and 
discussions, during which children showed tendencies to revisit and reconstruct their 
own ideas.
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In light of these findings, it can be suggested that wordless picturebooks may 
serve as supportive tools that provide space for the expression of critical thinking skills 
in the preschool period. The study points to the importance of teachers planning 
interactive reading sessions with wordless books and posing open-ended questions to 
stimulate children's thinking processes. Based on the results, it is recommended that 
training programs be organized to enhan
that creative thinking tools be integrated into practice, and that family involvement be 
encouraged throughout this process. Future studies may focus on long-term, teacher-
oriented research in different contexts to deepen the understanding of this topic.
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