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ABSTRACT

THE WEIGHT OF REMEMBERING: CULTURAL TRAUMA AND
IDENTITY FORMATION IN TONI MORRISON’S SONG OF SOLOMON AND
TA-NEHISI COATES’S THE WATER DANCER

Deniz Yildiz

This thesis examines the cultural trauma of slavery and its destructive impact on the
formation of African American identities in the works of Toni Morrison’s Song of
Solomon and Ta-Nehisi Coates’s The Water Dancer. Since the two novels are set in
distinct historical periods (the Civil Rights Movement and the late antebellum America),
they provide the brutal realities of slavery both as a lived experience and as an inherited
trauma. They also reframe the existing historical narratives by putting forth a counter
history against historical erasure. In doing so, each novel is enriched with African
American cultural myths and motives incorporated with magical realism. Through this,
both novels put emphasis on memory, remembering of one’s heritage, and the necessity
of communal engagement for the betterment of the self. In exploring these intersecting
themes, this study draws on the theoretical frameworks of trauma theory, memory studies,

postcolonialism and postmodernism.
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OZET

HATIRLAMANIN YUKU: TONI MORRISON’IN SULEYMAN’IN SARKISI VE
TA-NEHISI COATES’IN SU DANSCISI ROMANLARINDA KULTUREL
TRAVMA VE KIMLIK INSASI

Deniz Yildiz

Bu tez, Toni Morrison’in Siileyman in Sarkist ve Ta-Nehisi Coates’in Su Dansgisi
kitabinda koleligin kiiltlirel travmasini ve bunun Afrika kékenli Amerikalilarin kimlik
ingasin1 nasil etkiledigini analiz etmektedir. Farkli donemleri kapsayan (Sivil Haklar
Hareketi Dénemi ve I¢ Savas Donemi Oncesi) bu iki kitap, koleligin acimasiz gergekligini
hem direkt yasamis kisiler {izerinden hem de bunu kusaklar arasi aktarim yoluyla
benimsemis bireyler {izerinden incelemektedir. Iki kitap da halihazirda var olan tarihsel
anlatiy1 yeniden ¢ercevelemektedir. Bunu yaparken de biiyiilii gergekeilik kuramindan
faydalanarak kiiltiirlerine ait olan mit ve sembolleri anlatimlarinda kullanmislardir. Bu
sebeple iki metin de Kkiiltiirel bellek, kiiltiirel mirasin hatirlanmasi ve kolektif
biitiinlesmenin bireyin gelisimi i¢in 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, bahsedilen
tematik baglantilar1 travma teorisi, bellek c¢alismalari, postkolonyal, postmodern

kuramlarini kullanarak incelemektedir.
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