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ABSTRACT

Investigation Of The Relationship Between Children's Problem Solving Skills 
And Independent Learning Behaviours

Damla ETGÜER 

Early childhood is considered a critical period of rapid cognitive, language, social, 
emotional and psychomotor development. The problem-solving skills and independent 
learning behaviours fostered during this period play a crucial role in children's future
academic competence and attitudes towards learning. This study aimed to investigate the 
relationship between children's problem-solving skills and independent learning 
behaviours. The method of the study was a relational survey. The study group was formed
by using snowball and convenience sampling methods together. According to these 
sampling methods, the study group of the research consisted of a total of 136 children, 75 
girls and 61 boys, aged 60-72 months. In order to accomplish the objective of the study, 
demographic information form, Problem Solving Skills Scale and Independent Learning 
Behaviour Scale (3-5 years) were used as data collection tools. The data of the study were 
found to be normally distributed according to normality tests, so the data were analysed 
using parametric tests. According to the analyses, no statistically significant difference 
was found in the children's problem-solving skills according to the variables of gender, 
birth order, number of siblings, mother's education level, mother's employment status, 
child's school attendance period and daily education period. However, it was found that 
there was a statistically significant difference in the problem-solving skills of children 
whose fathers had a university degree or higher compared to children whose fathers had 
a high school degree or lower. Furthermore, as a result of the analyses related to children's 
independent learning behaviour, it was found that independent learning behaviour did not 
show a significant difference according to demographic variables. In the analysis 
conducted for the main question of the study, it was found that there was a low-level 
significant relationship between children's problem-solving skills and their independent 
learning behaviours. Regression analysis was carried out to understand the predictive 
power of this relationship and it was found that children's problem-solving skills 
significantly predicted their independent learning behaviours. As a result, it can be said 
that there is a significant relationship between problem solving skills and independent 
learning behaviours and that this relationship plays a crucial role in children's academic 
performance.
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