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ABSTRACT

THE GROUND 

This study examines ground floor uses and designs in the context of urban 
interface, which have an important role in pedestrian experiences, and 
sidewalks, which are extensions of the ground floor, on selected islands in 
Fikirtepe. The aim of the study is to examine the effects of the designs and 
functions of ground floors on street life as an urban interface in new settlements 
in today's metropolitan cities.

Ground floors are urban interfaces that enable people to interact with the city. 
Urban vitality can be achieved when ground floors have the right function, 
communicate with the city, have a transparent and permeable structure, and 
build trust in the city. Users want to use walkable, vibrant streets where they 
feel safe, where they believe they belong.

Dense population, car-oriented designs, new buildings that turn inward, weaken 
the city's communication with the urban population.

In the study, first of all, the studies addressing the ground floor as an urban 
interface were examined. As a result of the literature research, a table of criteria 
that are considered ideal for the design and use of ground floors was created. 
Based on the table of criteria that are considered ideal, observation cards were 
prepared to evaluate the impact of the ground floor design and use of new 
buildings in Fikirtepe on urban life. The observation cards were filled in on 
different days and at different times for the selected building islands and the 
ground floor facades of the buildings on the islands. The results of the analysis 
were evaluated with a table comparing the observation cards filled in for the 
buildings on the islands and the facades of the buildings.

According to the results of the analysis, it has been determined that the ground 
floors of the new buildings have weakened their communication with the street.

Keywords: Ground floor, Urban interface, Fikirtepe


