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ABSTRACT

CULTURAL HYBRIDITY IN AFRICAN DIASPORIC AND IMMIGRANT
IDENTITIES IN YAA GYASI’S HOMEGOING AND CHIMAMANDA NGOZI
ADICHIE’S AMERICANAH

Ozge Nur KASAP

This thesis analyzes the variation of cultural identity and its flexible nature in relation to
the experiences of African Americans, African natives and African immigrants,
emphasizing the evolved historical and cultural distinction between them over time such
as their perceptions of racism and the significance it holds for each group. In addition to
acknowledging and addressing these differences, the thesis aims to examine the
ideological movement of the 2000s, Afropolitanism, which encourages the embrace of
culturally hybrid identities by introducing a fresh perspective to a globalized world where
cultural identity is in constant flux. In this context, Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing and
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah embody these arguments within their
respective narratives. Yaa Gyasi’s exploration of the interconnected histories of African
and African American identities, formed by the impacts of colonialism and the
transatlantic slave trade, provides the historical background that supports the arguments
presented. Homegoing follows the pattern of these transformations in the span of seven
generations through the narrative of two half-sisters: Effia, who experiences life under
Western colonization in Ghana, and Esi, who suffers the brutality of slavery and its legacy
in America. Framed through an Afropolitanist perspective, the novel highlights the

dynamic and evolving nature of these identities across future generations, culminating in



a globalized context by the novel’s end. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah is the
second key source for this thesis, offering an exploration of the lives of Nigerian
immigrants and their efforts to balance the blending of cultures within the African
diaspora, particularly in the USA. The novel examines the experiences of characters like
Ifemelu, Uju, and Dike, highlighting their struggles to reconcile the traditional values of
their African heritage with the contemporary influences of their new environment.
Additionally, Adichie addresses the discord between African Americans and African
immigrants, rooted in cultural differences that are often neglected by white American
society. This thesis aims to analyze Adichie’s illustration of fluid cultural identity,
paralleling Gyasi’s themes in Homegoing, and its connection to a wider discussion of

cultural hybridity and global interrelation in Americanah.
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OZET

YAA GYASI’NIN EVE DONUS (HOMEGOING) VE CHIMAMANDA NGOZI
ADICHIE'NIN AMERIKANA (AMERICANAH) ROMANLARINDA AFRiKA
DIASPORASI VE GOCMEN KiMLIKLERINDE KULTUREL MELEZLIiK

Ozge Nur KASAP

Bu tez, Afrika kokenli Amerikalilar, yerli Afrikali ve gé¢gmen Afrikali kiiltiirel gruplar
arasinda rk¢iligin farkli goriislere sahip olmasi ve her grup icin farkli 6nem tagimasi gibi
farkliliklar1 incelemektedir. Bu gruplarin tarihsel ve kiiltiirel evrimlesmesi vurgulanarak,
kiiltiirel kimligin ¢esitliligi ve degisken dogasi bahsedilen kiiltiirel gruplar baglaminda
analiz edilmektedir. Farkliliklar1 kabul edip sorunlar1 ele almanin yam sira, 2000’lerin
ideolojik bir akimi olan Afropolitanizm’in incelenmesi de amaglanmaktadir.
Afropolitanizm’in kiiltiirel kimligin siirekli gelistigi kiiresel diinyaya yeni bir bakis acis1
kazandirarak, melez kiiltiirel kimligin benimsenmesini tesvik ettigi vurgulanmaktadir.
Tezin boliimlerinde kapsamli bir sekilde analiz edildigi lizere Yaa Gyasi’'nin Eve Doniis’i
ve Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’nin Amerikana’si, bu g¢ercevedeki argiimanlar1 kendi
anlatilarinda somutlagtirmaktadir. Yaa Gyasi’nin somiirgeciligin ve transatlantik kole
ticaretinin etkileriyle olusan Afrika ve Afrika kokenli Amerikali kimliklerinin birbirine
bagli tarihlerini arastirmasi, sunulan argiimanlar1 destekleyen tarihsel arka plani
saglamaktadir. Eve Ddéniig, yedi nesil boyunca devam eden bu doniisiimlerin Oriintiisiinii

iki ivey kiz kardesin Oykiisii iizerinden ele almaktadir: Gana’da Bat1 somiirgesi altinda



yasayan Effia ve Amerika’da koleligin gaddarligina ve bunun mirasina maruz kalan Esi.
Afropolitik bir bakis a¢isiyla ¢cergevelenen roman, bu kimliklerin gelecek nesiller boyunca
gelisen dogasini vurgulamaktadir ve romanin sonunda kiiresellesmis bir baglamda doruga
ulagmaktadir. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’nin Amerikana adli romani, tezin ikinci temel
kaynagint olusturmaktadir. Roman, Nijeryali gé¢menlerin yasamlarint ve Ozellikle
ABD’de Afrika diasporasi iginde kiiltiirleri dengeleme ¢abalarini incelemektedir. Ifemelu,
Uju ve Dike gibi karakterlerin deneyimlerini ele alarak, Afrika kokenli geleneksel
degerlerle yeni ¢evrelerinin ¢agdas etkilerini uzlastirma miicadelelerini vurgulamaktadir.
Adichie ayrica, beyaz Amerikali toplumunun genellikle gormezden geldigi kiiltiirel
farkliliklarin, Afrikali Amerikalilar ve Afrikali gogmenler arasindaki anlagsmazliklara nasil
yol agtigint da ele almaktadir. Bu tez, Gyasi’nin Eve Ddéniis romanindaki temalarla
baglant1 kurarak, Amerikana’daki kiiltlirel kimlik tasvirini, kiiltiirel melezlik ve kiiresel

iligkiler baglaminda incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.
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