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ABSTRACT

UNLEASHING THE FEMALE VOICE: MADELINE MILLER’S CIRCE AND LAURA
SHEPPERSON’S PHAEDRA: A NOVEL

Tugcenur Sahin

This thesis examines the portrayal of mythological female figures in the classical Greek
texts written within the patriarchal discourses and explores how these portrayals show
differences in the contemporary retellings of women writers. The perception of women
in ancient Greek society, imposed gender roles and the condemnation of female sexuality
and their body prevent women to live as individuals who have voice, agency and freedom.
This oppression on women is reflected on ancient Greek literature, dominated by male
authors, as stereotypical female characters and thus patriarchal ideology othering women
establishes a presence in culture through writing. Increasing number of women writers in
literature enable the production of feminist works that demolish the artificial gender roles
and also enable the narration of women by women. In this regard, women writers’
retellings in which they revise mythological female figures, carry an enormous
significance as they indicate how deeply the patriarchal ideology is grounded in literature
and how women writers’ struggle to overturn this partial way of thinking that still
continues in this present day. This thesis aims to shed light on the patriarchal discourses
in the classical works presenting two mythological female characters, Circe and Phaedra
and to illustrate the contemporary women writers’ attempt to shatter these discourses
through their retellings written from a feminist point of view. Through the selected two
novels; Madeline Miller’s Circe and Laura Shepperson’s Phaedra: A Novel, | intend to
point out the role of feminist retellings, focusing on female experience, voice and

autonomy, in challenging the literary works written within the androcentric viewpoint.
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OZET

KADIN SESININ SALIVERILiSi: MADELINE MILLER’DAN CIRCE VE LAURA
SHEPPERSON’DAN PHAEDRA: A NOVEL

Tugcenur Sahin

Bu tez, klasik Yunan metinlerinde patriarkal sdylemlerle tasvir edilen mitolojik kadin
figlirini inceler ve bu tasvirlerin kadin yazarlarin modern yeniden anlatimlarinda nasil
farklilik gosterdigini kesfeder. Antik Yunan toplumundaki kadin algisi, baskilanan
cinsiyet rolleri ve kadin cinselliginin ve bedeninin ayiplanmasi onlarin toplumda sesleri,
benlikleri ve &zgiirliikleri olan birer birey olarak yasamasini engellemistir. Kadinlar
iizerindeki bu baski erkek yazarlarin hakimiyetinde olan antik Yunan edebiyatina
basmakalip kadin karakterler olarak yansimis ve boylelikle kadin1 6tekilestiren ataerkil
ideoloji yazi1 yoluyla kiiltiirde bir yer edinmistir. Artan kadin yazar sayis1 yapay cinsiyet
rollerini yikan feminist eserlerin yazilmasina ve ayn1 zamanda kadinin kadin tarafindan
anlatilmasina olanak saglamistir. Bu hususta kadin yazarlarin mitolojik kadin figiirlerini
ele aldigi yeniden anlatimlari ataerkil diislincenin edebiyatta ne kadar derinlere
dayandigini ve kadin yazarlarin giiniimiizde hala bu tarafli diisiince bi¢imini yikmak icin
miicadele ettigini gosterdigi i¢in biiyiik bir 6nem tagir. Bu tez, iki mitolojik kadin karakter
olan Circe ve Phaedra’nin betimlendigi klasik eserlerdeki patriarkal sdylemlere 151k
tutmay1 ve ¢agdas kadin yazarlarin bu sdylemleri feminist bakis agisindan yazilan yeni
anlatimlarindaki yikma cabasimi gostermeyi hedefler. Secilen iki roman araciligiyla;
Madeline Miller’in Circe’si ve Laura Shepperson’in Phaedra: Bir Roman’, kadin
deneyimine, sesine ve Ozerkligine odaklanan feminist yeniden anlatimlarin andro-
merkezli bakis acisiyla yazilmis edebi eserlere meydan okumadaki roliine isaret etmeyi

amagliyorum.
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