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OZET:

Bat1 Sahra g¢atismasi, bolge, niifus ve dogal kaynaklari kapsayan karmasik jeopolitik
dinamiklerin yonlendirdigi bolgesel istikrara yonelik kalict bir zorluk teskil etmektedir. Bu tez,
catismanin kokenlerini ve gelisimini kapsamli bir sekilde inceleyerek cografi, demografik ve
kaynaklarla ilgili yonlerini analiz etmektedir. Calisma, Bati Sahra'nin cografi manzarasinin
incelenmesiyle basliyor ve bunun stratejik 6nemi ve bolgesel egemenlik acisindan etkileri hakkinda
fikir veriyor. Bolgenin demografik yapisini derinlemesine inceleyerek, catigmanin sosyo-politik
manzarasini sekillendirmede 6nemli bir rol oynayan cesitli etnik gruplara ve onlarin tarihsel

gidisatina 151k tutuyor.

Tezin merkezinde, Fas'in Bat1 Sahra {lizerindeki iddias1 ayrintili bir sekilde inceleniyor ve
2007'de Onerilen ozerklik planinin potansiyel bir ¢éziim c¢ergevesi olarak uygulanabilirligi
degerlendiriliyor. Bu degerlendirmede uygulanabilirligi, uluslararas1 hukuk ilkelerine uyumu ve

cesitli kiiresel paydaslardan aldig: tepkiler dikkate alinmaktadir.

Cesitli bilimsel bakis acilar1 ve ampirik kanitlardan yararlanan bu tez, Bati Sahra
catigmasinin ayrintili bir sekilde anlagilmasina katkida bulunuyor. Tarihsel, sosyo-ekonomik ve
politik boyutlar1 agiklayarak, devam eden tartigmalara degerli bilgiler saglamay1 ve adil ve
stirdiiriilebilir bir ¢6ziime ulagma umutlarini tesvik etmeyi amacglamaktadir.
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ABSTRACT:

The Western Sahara conflict poses a persistent challenge to regional stability, driven by
complex geopolitical dynamics encompassing territory, population, and natural resources. This
thesis conducts a comprehensive examination of the conflict's origins and evolution, analyzing its
geographical, demographic, and resource-related aspects. The study begins with an exploration of
Western Sahara's geographic landscape, offering insights into its strategic significance and
implications for territorial sovereignty. It delves into the region's demographic composition,
shedding light on diverse ethnic groups and their historical trajectories, which play a crucial role in

shaping the conflict's socio-political landscape.

Central to the thesis is a detailed scrutinizes the Moroccan claim over Western Sahara and
assesses the viability of the autonomy plan proposed in 2007 as a potential resolution framework.
This evaluation considers its feasibility, alignment with international legal principles, and the
reactions it has elicited from various global stakeholders. Drawing on a diverse range of scholarly
perspectives and empirical evidence, this thesis contributes to a nuanced understanding of the
Western Sahara conflict. By elucidating historical, socio-economic, and political dimensions, it
aims to provide valuable insights for ongoing debates and promote the prospects of achieving a just
and sustainable resolution.
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