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ABSTRACT

This thesis presents an in-depth exploration of the intricate relationships
between humanoid robots and their human counterparts depicted in Ilan McEwan’s
Machines Like Me and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun. Through a multifaceted
analysis, this study scrutinizes themes revolving around the fear of “the other”, fear
of potential replacement, and investigates Wilhelm Hegel’s master-slave dialectic,
particularly through the lens of servitude within these literary narratives. The
examination reveals a nuanced portrayal wherein the humanoid robots, central to
the narratives, endure exploitation, sometimes mistreatment, and eventual
disregard. The analysis highlights the societal dynamics that perpetuate the use and
abandonment of these robots, positioning them as instruments employed for
convenience until they no longer serve their intended purpose. By intertwining
philosophical concepts such as “uncanny”, “the other”, and “face-to-face encounter”
as well as ethics of robotics and Asimov’s three rules of robotics with literary
analysis, this thesis offers insight into the intricate complexities of human-robot
relations. It underscores the ethical considerations and power dynamics inherent in
the treatment of humanoid robots, shedding light on how these narratives reflect
contemporary societal apprehensions and attitudes towards artificial intelligence
and its integration into daily life. In consideration of these theories and concepts, the
study ultimately asserts that despite their technological advancement and emulation
of human behaviour, including emotions, humanoid robots or machines equipped

with artificial intelligence persist in being deemed redundant.
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OZET

Bu tez, Ian McEwan’in Benim Gibi Makineler ve Kazuo Ishiguro’nun Klara
ile Giines romanlarinda betimlenen insansi robotlar ile insanlar arasindaki karmasik
iliskileri derinlemesine incelemektedir. Cok yonlii bir analizle, bu calisma “oteki”
korkusu, potansiyel bir yer degistirme korkusu etrafinda donen temalari detayh bir
sekilde ele almakta ve ozellikle bu edebi anlatilardaki hizmetkarhk bakis acisiyla
Wilhelm Hegel’in efendi-kole diyalektigini arastirmaktadir. inceleme, anlatilarda
merkezi konumda olan insansi robotlarin, somiiritye, zaman zaman kotii muameleye
ve nihayetinde yok sayilma durumuna maruz kaldigr niiansh bir tasvir ortaya
koymaktadir. Analiz, bu robotlarin kullammmim ve terkedilmelerini siirdiiren
toplumsal dinamikleri vurgulayarak, onlar1 amaclandiklar1 siirece kullanilan
araclar olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Felsefi kavramlar olan “garip”, “oteki” ve
“yiiz yiize karsillasma” ile robotik etik ve Asimov’un ii¢ robotik kural kavramlarim
edebi analizle birlestirerek, bu tez insan-robot iliskilerinin karmasik ve detayh
yonlerini anlamak i¢in i¢gorii sunmaktadir. Bu c¢alisma, insansi robotlarin
muamelesinde yer alan etik diisiinceleri ve gii¢ dinamiklerini vurgulayarak, bu
anlatilarin ¢agdas toplumsal endiseleri ve yapay zekammm giinlik yasama
entegrasyonundaki yansimalarim acgikhga kavusturmaktadir. Bu teoriler ve
kavramlar goz oniinde bulunduruldugunda, calisma sonuc olarak, yapay zeka ile
donatilmis insans1 robotlar veya makinelerin, teknolojik gelismislikleri ve insan
davramislarim, hatta duygularim taklit etme yetenekleri olsa dahi, hala gereksiz

goriilme egiliminde olduklarini vurgular.
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