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ABSTRACT

REPRESSED FEMALE BODIES IN FEMINIST DYSTOPIAS: LENI ZUMAS’
RED CLOCKS AND SOPHIE MACKINTOSH’S BLUE TICKET

Merve GULER OZBOLAT

This thesis investigates repressed female bodies and mechanisms that operate
on them in contemporary feminist dystopian fiction analysing Red Clocks (2018) by
Leni Zumas and Blue Ticket (2020) by Sophie Mackintosh. Through a comparative
analysis of these two novels the common strategies, normalisation, the use of laws on
the reproductive rights, and panoptic discipline as exercised by medical institutions
and practices, employed by the patriarchal hegemonic structures to oppress female
bodies, are discussed. To demonstrate the idea behind the oppression on female
bodies this thesis revisits Western traditional mind and body dualism and the
operation of power in repression. Referring to feminist theories of Elizabeth Grosz,
Helene Cixous, Luce Irigaray the relationship between body and patriarchal power
is discussed. Also, the works of Michel Foucault and Foucauldian feminists Jana
Sawicki and Sandra Barkty are employed to analyse biopower, medical gaze and
panoptic discipline on female bodies. In the light of these theories this study
concludes that in both 21% century feminist dystopian novels Red Clocks and Blue
Ticket female bodies are subjugated using similar strategies and, in both novels,

dystopic worlds of women are not far from the real one that they experience.
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OZET

CAGDAS FEMINIST DISTOPYALARDA BASTIRILMIS KADIN BEDENLERI:
LENI ZUMAS’IN KIRMIZI SAATLER’i VE SOPHIE MACKINTOSH’UN MAVI
BILETi

Merve GULER OZBOLAT

Bu cahisma cagdas feminist distopyalarda ezilen kadin bedenlerini ve bu
bedenler iizerinde kullamlan mekanizmalar1 Leni Zumas’nin Red Clocks (Kirmizi
Saatler) ve Sophie Mackintosh’un Blue Ticket (Mavi Bilef) romanlarini analiz ederek
inceler. Bu iki romanmin karsilastirmah tahlili ile kadin bedenlerini baskilamada
hegemonik ataerkil yapilar tarafindan kullanilan normallestirme, iireme haklariyla
ilgili yasalar ve tibbi kurumlar ve pratikler ile uygulanan panoptik disiplin irdelenir.
Kadin bedenleri iizerindeki baskinin ardindaki fikri ortaya koymak icin bu tez
Batr’nin geleneksel zihin ve beden dualitesi ile iktidarin bu baskidaki etkisini ele alir.
Elizabeth Grosz, Helene Cixous ve Luce Irigaray’in teorilerinden yararlanarak
beden ve ataerkil iktidar arasindaki iliski irdelenir. Ayrica kadin bedenleri
iizerindeki biyo-iktidar, tibbi bakis ve panoptik disiplini analiz etmek i¢cin Michel
Foucault’nun ve Foucault’cu feministler Jana Sawicki ve Sandra Barkty’nin
eserlerinden yararlamlmistir. Bu teorilerin 15181yla bu calisma her iki 21. yiizyil
feminist distopik romanda, Kirmizi Saatler ve Mavi Bilet, benzer stratejiler
kullanilarak kadin bedeninin bastirildig: sonucuna varmistir ve yine iki romanda da
kadinlarin deneyimledigi diinyanin distopik olandan c¢ok da uzak olmadig:

gorulmiistiir.
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