ABSTRACT

This study investigates the marginalization and violation of black female bodies within the
oppressive power mechanisms of the colonial and patriarchal ideologies in Toni Morrison’s
Beloved (1987) and Alice Walker’s Possessing the Secret of Joy (1992). Resistance of the
oppressed bodies of female characters is scrutinized through a comparative analysis. Postcolonial
and black feminist/womanist points of view along with a feminist understanding of the so-called
subordination of black female bodies are applied in a deconstructive method. The colonial and
patriarchal ideologies are put under scrutiny to show that these two ideologies resemble each other
in terms of their hegemonic structures highlighting the dichotomized thinking inherent in the
western understanding which leads to the so-called subordination of black women. Logocentrism
of the colonial system and phallocentrism of the black patriarchal perspective locating black
women in the “inferior other” position of the binarized thinking is demystified. For this end, Michel
Foucault’s idea of power and knowledge; remarks of bell hooks, Angela Davis and Audre Lorde
on the state of black female bodies in the sexist-racist systems along with Morrison’s concept of
Africanism are referred to deconstruct the binarized thinking. Additionally, the womanist discourse
of Toni Morrison and Alice Walker; and feminist perspectives of Héléne Cixous and Luce
Irigaray’s theories of repression of the female body are visited to undo the discourse of the power.
This study problematizes the colonizing mentality prevailing in American society through the
analysis of Toni Morrison’s Beloved and shows that the same colonizing manner is mirrored in the
fictional Olinkan tribe in Alice Walker’s Possessing the Secret of Joy. The female characters in
both novels carry the traces of the brutal treatment on their bodies but strike the reader as defying
characters to the manipulations of the oppressive systems through resorting to violence as a means
of resistance, thereby moving from the state of passivity to activity by taking control of their lives.
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OZET

Bu ¢alisma, Toni Morrison'in Beloved (1987) ve Alice Walker'in Possessing the Secret of Joy
(1992) romanlarindaki kolonyal ve ataerkil ideolojilerin baskic1 iktidar mekanizmalari iginde siyah
kadin bedenlerinin marjinallestirilmesini ve ihlal edilmesini incelemektedir. Kadin karakterlerin
ezilen bedenlerinin direnisi karsilagtirmali bir analizle irdelenmistir. Postkolonyal ve siyah
feminist/kadinci bakis agilari, siyah kadin bedenlerinin sézde asagi konumuna iligkin feminist bir
anlayisla birlikte yapisokiimcii bir yontemle uygulanir. Somiirgeci ve ataerkil ideolojiler, bu iki
ideolojinin hegemonik yapilar1 agisindan birbirine benzedigini gostermek icin inceleme altina
alinir; bu da, siyah kadinlarin sdzde asagi kilinmasina yol agan bati1 anlayisinin dogasinda var olan
ikiye boliinmiis diislinceyi vurgular. Siyah kadinlan ikililestirilmis diislincenin “asag1 oteki”
konumuna yerlestiren siyah ataerkil perspektifin sOmiirgeci sistemin logosantrizmi ve
fallosentrizmi, Michel Foucaultnun giic ve bilgi fikrinin yardimiyla bu ikililestirmenin
yapibozuma ugratilmasi yoluyla gizeminden arindirilir; Angela Davis ve Audre Lorde'un
cinsiyet¢i-irket sistemlerdeki siyah kadin bedenlerinin durumu ve Morrison'in Afrikacilik kavrami
ile desteklenir. Ayrica Toni Morrison ve Alice Walker'in kadinci sdylemi; Héléne Cixous ve Luce
Irigaray'n kadin bedeninin bastirilmas: teorilerinin feminist perspektifleri, iktidar sdylemini
bozmak i¢in incelenir. Bu calisma, Toni Morrison'in Sevilen adli romanmin analizi iizerinden
Amerikan toplumunda hakim olan somiirgeci zihniyeti sorunsallastiriyor ve Alice Walker'm
Sevincin Sirrina Sahip Olmak adli eserinde de ayni somiirgeci tavrin kurgusal Olinkan kabilesinde
yansitildigin1 gosteriyor. Her iki romanda da kadin karakterler bedenlerinde gaddar muamelenin
izlerini tasirlar, ancak bir direnis araci olarak siddete basvurarak baskic1 sistemlerin
manipiilasyonlarina meydan okuyan karakterler olarak okuyucuya carpar ve bdylece hayatlarin

kontrol altina alarak edilgenlikten eyleme gegerler.
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