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KISA OZET

AMERIKA VE CIN ARASINDAKI USTUNLUK ARAYISI: TICARET SAVASINA
GOTUREN REKABET (1978-2020)

Osman Selman Kayhan

Amerika ve Cin arasindaki iliskiler Uluslararasi Ekonomi Politikalar: acisindan
zorlu bir siirecten gecmektedir. Bu sikintih siire¢, diinya diizenini baris¢il ve
istikrarh bir sekilde saglama konusunda kaygilandirici bir etkiye sahiptir. Cin’in
1978 ekonomik reformlari ve modernizasyon siirecini takip eden hizh biiyiimesi,
gelecekteki politikalarina yon verecek onemli bir durumdur. Cin’in bu ani
biiyiimesi baz1 engellerle karsilassa da iilkenin diinya politikasina etkisi hala iist
diizeydedir. Bundan dolay1 Amerika ile Cin arasinda 1978 ekonomik reformlari
sonrasinda baslayan dostluk yerini siipheci yaklasimlara birakmistir. Amerikan
yetkililere gore yiikselen Cin’in izledigi politikalarin ardindaki gercek niyet

Soguk Savas sonrasindaki degisen giic dinamikleri iki iilkenin de politikalar:
iizerinde 6nemli bir etkiye sahip olmustur. Cin’in beklenmedik derecede basarih
bir ekonomik ilerleme kaydetmesi iillkenin mevcut olan diinya diizeninde mi
yoksa kendi ulusal ¢ikarlarina yonelik mi politika izleyecegi sorularimi akillara
getirmistir. Amerika’da mevcut olan Cin algis1 o6zellikle Tiananmen
Meydanmindaki olaylarin giic kullamlarak bastirilmasiyla negatif yone
evirilmistir. Bu siirecten sonra ortaya c¢cikan Cin tehdidi algis1 iilke genelinde
onemli bir popiilarite kazanmis ve bircok makaleye konu olmustur. Her ne kadar
bu tehdit algilar1 soylev durumunda olsa da 6nemli akademisyenlerin ve halkin
biiyiik ¢ogunlugunun destegini arkasina almas1 Amerika devletinin karar alici
mekanizmalarina bir baski olusturmustur. Ancak Amerika hiikiimeti Cin’i



direkt olarak karsisina almanin iki iilkenin de zararina olacagim diisiindiigiinden
stratejik ortakhigi daha uygun goriip bu yonde politikalara yonelmistir. Ancak
Cin’in devam etmekte olan hizl biiyiimesi stratejik ortakhik politikalarina olan
elestirileri arttirmistir. Cin tehdidi algisinin ¢esitli teorilerle desteklenmesi ve
Cin’in artan ekonomik ve askeri biitceleri soylevlerin gercege doniisme ihtimalini
kuvvetlendirmistir.

Bu siire¢c Cin’in hizh biiyiimesinin diinya diizeninde bir tehdit olusturup
olusturmayacagi sorularim akillara getirmektedir. Amerika’min yiikselen Cin’e
kars1 ortaya ¢ikan tehdit algilarina nasil reaksiyon verecegi, politikalarin1 bu
dogrultuda sekillendirip sekillendirmeyecegi 6nemli bir hal almistir. Bu ¢calisma
Uluslararasi ekonomi politikalar: ve teorileri ¢ercevesinde Cin ve Amerika’daki
ekonomik gelismelerin ne gibi sonug¢lar doguracagim, Cin’in 1978’den
beklenmedik yiikselisi ve iilkeye karsi baslayan tehdit algilarinin ne denli gercegi
yansittigim1 ve bu algilarin Amerika’nin politikalar iizerinde etkisi olup
olmadigim arastirmaktadir.

Bu caliymada gii¢ gecisi teorisi, ofansif realizm teorisi ve Thucydides Tuzag
teorisi kullanilmistir. Bu teoriler kullanilarak Cin’e kars1 yiikselen tehdit
algilarinin ne denli bir teorik arka plana dayandig1 arastirllmstir.

EK olarak bu calisma iki siiper giiciin diinya diizenini koruma baglaminda ortak
bir paydada bulusmasi gerektigini ve iki tarafinda yararina olacak ve istikrari
koruyacak politikalar iizerinde uzlasmalar: savanulmaktadir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Ekonomi Politikalari, Reformlar, Cin Tehdidi, Ekonomik
liskiler, Teoriler, Modern Diinya Politikasi, Ikili Iliskiler



University : ISTANBUL KULTUR UNIVERSITY

Institute : Institute of Graduate Studies

Department : International Relations

Programme : International Relations

Supervisor : Prof. Dr. Mensur Akgiin

Degree awarded and Date : Master of Arts — September 2021
ABSTRACT

STRIVING FOR SUPERIORITY BETWEEN U.S. AND CHINA: THE RIVALRY
LEADING TO THE TRADE WAR (1978-2020)

Osman Selman Kayhan

The relations between the United States and China is going through a difficult
period in terms of International Political Economy. The adversity leads the world
into apprehension regarding the peace and stability in the world order. The rapid
growth of China following the 1978 economic reform and modernization process
was a critical determinant for their future policies. Despite the obstacles which
decelerate the sudden growth of China, the impact of the country to the world
politics was still outrageous. Therefore, the favorable amity between the United
States and China in the aftermath of the economic reforms turned into
agnosticism. As the real political intention of the rising China was mysterious to
the United States officials, the process of transition in the relations was critical.

The changing power dynamics after the end of the Cold War had a significant
impact on the policies of the countries. The unexpectedly successful rise of China
brought about many questions in relation to their intention whether they will
follow policies in line with the status quo or their own national interests. The
China perception in the United States evolved into a negative perspective
following the tragic event in the Tiananmen Square where the demonstrations
were surpassed in a violent way. The China threat perception gained a significant
popularity across the country and was mentioned in scholarly articles. Even
though the China threat perceptions appeared to be only as discourses, the fact
that it was supported by the public and scholars was critical in order to have
impact and pressure on the policymaking mechanism of the United States.
However, the United States was not in favor of taking a negative stance against
China considering their increased impact in the world politics. In this line, the
government of the United States followed a strategic partnership policy.



However, the ongoing rise of China increased the criticism against the
engagement policies of the United States. The fact that China threat discourses
were supported by the theoretical frameworks and increased military
expenditures proved that the discourses may turn into reality.

This process brought about questions regarding rise of China and the possible
threat to an existing world order. The reaction of the United States, in this case,
is critical whether they shape the policies towards China in line with the threat
perceptions or continue to follow moderate policies. The study focusses on
unexpectedly successful rise of China started in 1978 and how the threat
perceptions reflect the reality in addition to the impact of the perceptions on the
U.S. policymaking.

This study analysis the theoretical backgrounds of the issue by using power
transition theory, offensive realism theory and the Thucydides Trap.
Additionally, the study suggests that ensuring the existing world order through
bilateral talks would be in favor of the both countries since the stability of the
system provides peaceful environments.
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