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ZUBAYDA HUMADI

OZET

Bu ¢alisma, kentsel baglamda sokak tasarimi ile sosyal yasam arasindaki iligkiyi incelemekte
olup, Bagdat’taki Al-Mutanabbi Sokagi’n1 odak noktasi olarak ele almaktadir. Kiiltiirel ve
tarihsel agidan 6nemli bir kamusal alan olan bu cadde, ziyaret¢iler, entelektiieller ve saticilar
icin canli bir bulusma noktasi olup, kentin kimligini ve kolektif hafizasini yansitmaktadir.
Arastirma, kaldirim diizenlemeleri, zemin kat kullanimlari, kentsel mobilyalar, aydinlatma ve
acik alanlar gibi fiziksel tasarim 6gelerinin sosyal etkilesimi nasil etkiledigini analiz etmektedir.
Gozlem, gorsel belgeleme, ve yart yapilandirilmig gortismeler gibi ¢ok yontemli bir nitel
metodoloji yaklasim benimsenmistir. Bulgular, gélgelendirme eksikligi, oturma alanlarinin
yetersizligi ve gorsel tutarsizlik gibi fiziksel yetersizliklerin sosyal etkilesimi olumsuz
etkiledigini gostermektedir. Buna karsilik, kiiltiirel kurumlarin varlhigi, aktif cepheler ve agik
kamusal alanlar, canli bir kentsel atmosfer yaratmaktadir. Kitabevleri, kafeler ve galeriler gibi
zemin kat kullanimlari, kamusal ve 6zel alanlar arasinda araci rol iistlenerek etkilesimi
artirmakta ve kentsel deneyimi zenginlestirmektedir. Calisma, yerel kiiltiirel baglami dikkate
alan ve toplumu karar alma siirecine dahil eden katilime1 tasarim stratejilerinin benimsenmesini
onermektedir. Bu bulgular, benzer kiiltiirel zenginlige sahip kentsel alanlar i¢in hem teorik hem
de uygulamali katkilar sunmaktadir.
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zemin kat kullanimlari, Bagdat, katilimci tasarim, kiiltiirel kimlik
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The Impact of Street Design on Social Life:
The Example of Al-Mutanabbi Street in Baghdad

ZUBAYDA HUMADI

ABSTRACT

This study explores the relationship between street design and social life in urban contexts,
focusing on Al-Mutanabbi Street in Baghdad. As a culturally and historically significant public
space, the street serves as a vibrant meeting point for visitors, intellectuals, and vendors,
reflecting the city's identity and collective memory. The research investigates how physical
design elements such as sidewalks, ground-floor uses, urban furniture, lighting, and open spaces
affect social interaction. A qualitative methodology approach was adopted, including field
observation, visual documentation, and semi-structured interviews with diverse street users.
Findings reveal that certain physical deficiencies, such as lack of shading, limited seating areas,
and visual inconsistency, negatively impact social engagement. Conversely, the presence of
cultural institutions, active facades, and open public zones fosters a lively urban atmosphere.
Ground-floor uses such as bookstores, cafés, and galleries emerged as key mediators between
public and private realms, enhancing interaction and enriching the urban experience. The study
recommends participatory design strategies that respect local cultural contexts and engage
communities in decision-making, aiming to revitalize the social function of historic streets.
These findings offer both theoretical and practical contributions to urban design, applicable to
similar culturally rich urban settings.
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