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ABSTRACT 

This study explores the relationship between street design and social life in urban contexts, 
focusing on Al-Mutanabbi Street in Baghdad. As a culturally and historically significant public 
space, the street serves as a vibrant meeting point for visitors, intellectuals, and vendors, 
reflecting the city's identity and collective memory. The research investigates how physical 
design elements such as sidewalks, ground-floor uses, urban furniture, lighting, and open spaces 
affect social interaction. A qualitative methodology approach was adopted, including field 
observation, visual documentation, and semi-structured interviews with diverse street users. 
Findings reveal that certain physical deficiencies, such as lack of shading, limited seating areas, 
and visual inconsistency, negatively impact social engagement. Conversely, the presence of 
cultural institutions, active facades, and open public zones fosters a lively urban atmosphere. 
Ground-floor uses  emerged as key mediators between 
public and private realms, enhancing interaction and enriching the urban experience. The study 
recommends participatory design strategies that respect local cultural contexts and engage 
communities in decision-making, aiming to revitalize the social function of historic streets. 
These findings offer both theoretical and practical contributions to urban design, applicable to 
similar culturally rich urban settings. 
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