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ABSTRACT

THE LEGAL REGIME OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IN 
MUNICIPALITIES

The fact that a large proportion of the population in our country resides in urban 

areas has led to a profound transformation in urbanization dynamics. Beginning in the 

1950s, an accelerated migration from rural to urban areas, combined with the 

unplanned growth, squatter settlements, and intense population movements that 

peaked in the 1980s, have rendered the structure of cities and the provision of urban 

services increasingly complex. Throughout this transformative period, the institutional 

framework of municipalities, along with their scope of duties and powers, has been in 

continuous flux. Industrialization, spatial expansion, and rising demand for 

transportation have necessitated a redefinition of the functions of municipalities in 

terms of urban infrastructure, planning, oversight, and service delivery. Urban 

transportation, while representing one of the most fundamental public services 

provided to residents, also lies at the core of the structural problems confronting cities. 

Issues such as escalating traffic congestion, transportation modes that fail to integrate 

effectively, insufficient infrastructure, high investment costs for upgrading facilities, 

managing public transport systems, clarifying the legal status of commercial carriers, 

and determining as well as updating routes and lines collectively highlight the 

inadequacies of a fragmented and dispersed legal framework. Diverse legislative acts, 

conflicting administrative practices, and inconsistencies in judicial precedents have led 

to the absence of adequate legal safeguards for transportation services, perpetuating 

implementation problems. This study examines the legal regime governing urban 

transportation, particularly focusing on the planning, implementation, and supervisory 
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capacities, as well as the duties and responsibilities of municipalities and metropolitan 

municipalities from historical, administrative, and legal perspectives. It endeavors to 

analyze the irregularities arising from general laws, identify legislative gaps and 

overlapping provisions, and thereby scrutinize relevant court rulings and case law to 

clarify the legal dimensions of the issues at hand. By doing so, it aims to underscore 

the need for a more coherent, comprehensible, and contemporary legal framework. In 

this context, the necessity for a dedicated urban transportation law becomes evident, 

promising the possibility of delivering transportation services that are aligned with the 

public interest, sustainable, accessible, integrated, and efficient. 
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