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ABSTRACT

The law of use of force in international law has always included important questions. 

The main reason for this situation is that the issue closely concerns international 

relations.

Although the law of use of force has undergone a change in the historical process, this 

change has gained great momentum after the World War II.

While a very strict attitude was displayed against the use of force after the suffering 

caused by the World War II, changes in the strict attitude towards the prohibition of the 

use of force were observed in the 21. Century, especially after the 9/11 Attacks. One of 

the most important changes is preemptive self-defense.

Preemptive self-defense involves many discussions due to its legal nature. The issue 

becomes much more complex when political choices beyond legal debates are involved.

Accepting the legality of preemptive self-defense may lead to the legitimization of 

unjustified acts of violence in an international society with an imbalance of power. On 

the other hand, accepting preemptive self-defense as lawful can provide a much lower 

cost solution to disputes that may turn into a major conflict in the international 

community.

Today, when the perception of security that emerged after the 9/11 Attacks and the 

existence of terrorist organizations that can take action on a global scale and even find 

state support are evaluated together, the legality of preemptive self-defense emerges as 

an important topic of discussion.
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