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TRANSFORMATION OF KITCHEN IN CONTEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL
DESIGN

ABSTRACT

In modern societies; kitchen evolves, culturally and functionally under the
influence of shift in social division of labor from traditional to modern era and
developing technology and major appliances. Increasing interest in cuisine,
information accessibility, social media, mass online groups that reaches to almost
formatted tv
and other incentive instruments are contributing factors for emerging universal
kitchen culture. Within the framework of this study, the change of paradigm and
parameters in society for the future World can be very clearly observed that the
Kitchen is becoming a defining space for more and more people in rapidly
urbanizing world and Turkey and the essence of the space can be found not only in
the physical, but also in the virtual world. Through social media and other online
tools what once was a private area for one is reshaping as a public space. In the scope
of this change, this work argues that designers should take these new criterias of
funtionality and aesthetics into consideration. In terms of methodology, first of all,
the thesis look into location of residency, historical development, phases throughout
the history of transformation and evolvement of kitchen as a space. Then the study
continues on examining gender roles and privacy in society, changes in the notion of
privacy in community and family, and the experience of kitchen as space and privacy
aspect of it in Anatolia. Furthermore, the study presents the results of researches on
transformation o
functionality expectations, aesthetics, and visual liking. Lastly, the article is
concluded with determining the design criterias for kitchen space and the impacts of
daily life on these design criterias. It has been decided to conduct an examination on
the users living in the apartments of Istanbul metropolitan area.
According to the results obtained from the questionnaire, due to changes observed
in family structure in the intensive and fluent urban life; it is understood that with the
iii

functions of cooking, eating, seating and resting; kitchens should be considered as
priority places in our living spaces on all over the world and in Turkey. It has been
emphasized that either architects or designers should consider spaces, with a bright,
spacious, simple and aesthetic look that offer a wide range of functions, which are
storage facilities that allow flexible use, with different functions besides cooking
function in kitchen design.
Keywords: Kitchen, women, privacy
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