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ABSTRACT

AN ANALYSIS ON THE SPATIAL TRANSFORMATION OF
MULTI-STOREY RESIDENTAL BUILDINGS IN ISTANBUL

Important transformations were seen in housing production processes in Turkey, as
in other countries in the world particularly with the 19th century. In Turkey, these
transformations have appeared mostly in Istanbul. Istanbul, which has continuously
tried to embrace new ideas, has become a power causing the destruction of the
natural environment, with its metropolitan image every day. As a result of reasons
such as uncontrollable population growth, the consumption of resources as a result of
capitalist approach, technological innovations, rise of profit and political factors, the
decrease in social interaction, the depletion of city land, and incremental costs have
led to the demand for vertical growth, and the number of high-rise buildings have
increased in time. The tendency for vertical growth has affected many buildings with
different functions. Particularly with the transformation of housing units into highrises, life styles have drastically changed as these are places where people spend
most of their time. While traditional dwellings reflect the users lifestyles and their
culture, the apartments in high-rise blocks repeat each other even though they house
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different types of users. Thus, similar and minimal space typologies have been
formed in the course of time. In this thesis, the transformations in the size of spaces
and their relationship with each other, the information on which spaces have been
removed and which have been added have been analyzed and their reasons have been
evaluated in selected high-rise housing blocks, starting from the end of the 19th
century, in four periods which are different from each other due to economic, social
and political reasons (pre 1923, 1923-1950 period, 1950-1980 period, and post
1980).
In this study, 40 multi-storey residential buildings in Istanbul were analyzed in
relation to drawings of plans, and supported with schematic descriptions, graphics
and tables. As a result of this analysis, not only was it possible to gather information
about the plans, but also it was possible to discuss the ratios of spaces. If we ignore
the exposed limitation of spaces designated by the sizes of apartments, the expansion
of a space while another dwindled and even disappeared, being replaced by another
space over the years, reflects
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changing life styles.
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