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ABSTRACT 

 

 
A STUDY ON THE IDENTIFICATION OF ARCHITECTURAL SPACE 

 

 

Multi-layer nature of human life appears and is shaped (in/with) space. Space also 

coexist with these layered processes and continues its motion.  There is a network of 

relations and connections that wrap up and complement each other between space 

and human.  Though this configuration, architectural space harbors not only the 

human life but also the experiences. On the other hand, studies on architectural space 

have focused merely on investigations of space's design, application and usage. 

Physical, social, formal, psychological, economic and ideological structure and 

characteristics have been addressed from different aspects. In investigations and 

examinations, the felt characteristics of architectural space have been kept in the 

background. Based on this shortcoming, the study concentrates on what are the felt 

characteristics of architectural space and how they can be analyzed. It apprehends the 

space-life configuration in a holistic way to suggest a journey that sets off to explore 

the felt characteristics of architectural space. Beside the felt aspect of space, by 
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which ideas it will be handled underlies the thesis. The backbone of the thesis gains 

volume in three steps by addressing the felt characteristics of architectural space.  

The first step is making sense of architectural space which forms the conceptual 

framework of the thesis. The felt characteristics of architectural space are discussed 

via body, poetry, being and social structure. The intersection of those connections in 

the space-life configuration presents the contextual ground of space's felt essence. 

The second step is reading this contextual ground via the space-life configuration. 

The contextual ground of space's felt characteristics is read within the space-life 

co

research design is based on the case method. Furthermore, a research approach was 

constructed to include the stages of encounter, interaction and communication which 

are integrated with the study of process. The encounter stage includes the preliminary 

investigation to provide the encounter with space, life, human and experience in 

interacting with the space-

findings of the two stages, the structure and starting point of the communication 

stage were defined. Afterwards, the development, boundaries and scope of the 

communication stage were shaped in accordance with its own dynamics. Hence, the 

reading of architectural space was addressed in a construct which follows direct and 

indirect relations, is fed on coincidences and feedbacks and creates its own 

limitations. 

The third stage of the study following the stages of making sense of and reading the 

whole is more than 

discussed and analyzed in a holistic way. The analysis of architectural space 

investigates not only the research result but also how it can be handled in this 

context. Along with what is told by the research result, what is told by the journey 

working up to the conclusion from the whole research is taken into consideration. 

In the study, a model or guide is not presented concerning how approaching the felt 

characteristics of architectural space will work and be applied. A journey about how 
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the exploration of architectural space's felt characteristics can be realized is 

suggested and it is aimed to design one of the methods. In the thesis study, it is aimed 

at apprehending, discussing and investigating space's felt characteristics and 

therefore exploring the way to the solution. 
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